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Chapter two: Re
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Chapter one: Introduction 

1.1 Introduction from the Chair to the Minister 

Dear Minister Browne, 





 

5 
 

number of such firearms; and what safety conditions might properly be applied to their 
licensing. The proposal received broad supp
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Chapter two: Recommendations regarding the suitability of types of Firearms to be 
licenced 
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The Committee considered the reported implications that the five round limit has upon sports 
shooters. While the Olympic discipline of 25-meter rapid fire pistol consist of firing 5 shots, 
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Walsh and Mr Connolly submit a six-round limit would replicate m
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who have legally acquired the firearm, who have already satisfied An Garda Síochána that 
they can possess a restricted firearm safely. Mr Connolly notes criminals would still be able 
to cut down barrels of other shotguns, an offence which is appropriately addressed by the 
Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act 2000.  

Mr Walsh and Mr Guinane agree that the existing regulation applied to these shotguns 
appears to be sufficient. Superintendent Doyle advises An Garda Síochána continue to see 
merit in their prohibition.  

As the majority of the Committee believe that shotguns with a barrel length of less than 61 
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Chapter three: Recommendations regarding the changes to the licensing of types of 
f
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restricted firearms. 
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An Garda Síochána disagreed that visual appearance should not be taken into account when 
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Use of restricted firearms  

The Committee agrees that in some limited circumstances restricted firearms may be 
required for this purpose at the discretion of a Chief Superintendent and that applicants must 
be able to demonstrate that they have good and sufficient reason for requiring a restricted 
firearm and demonstrate that it is the only type of firearm that is appropriate for the purpose 
for which it is required.   

The Committee is aware that some experienced shooters will hold semi-automatic centre-fire 
rifles for this purpose, which are restricted firearms. However, the Committee notes that 
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Use of restricted firearms  

The Committee understands that certificates for restricted firearms are granted at the 
discretion of a Chief Superintendent and that applicants must be demonstrate that the 
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4.1.5 Bird quarry 
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4.1.7 Sedation of animals for exami
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In instances where a larger sample needs to be captured a punt gun may be required.  Punt 
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The Committee believes that it would be preferable that a person who seeks a firearm to 
engage in any type of clay 
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The Committee is aware that there are specific competitions involving black powder, muzzle 
loader and black powder cartridge firearms, which may require the use of black powder or 
nitrocellulose substitute. 
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�x That the firearm is appropriate for rules of the competition as set by a national 
governing body. 

�x 
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�x  That the firearm is appropriate for rules of the competition as set by a national 
governing body. 

�x That all firearms should be non-
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converted to expel a shot, bullet or projectile by the action of a combustible propellant. These 
devices are typically sought for life-saving purposes, for example to produce a distress signal 
on a ship.  

The Committee recommends if a firearms certificate is sought for an alarm and signal weapon 
the applicant should be directed to devices which cannot be converted into(t)-4ve TJ
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The Committee recommends that, when firearms are required for use in historical re-
enactments, only blank-
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Chapter five: Recommendations on other matters that might be examined in future 
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Rifle Target Shooting
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Bird scaring 
 

Historical re-enactments 
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